"THE MOST DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION"   351

has laid the firm foundations of a really healthy and fully
equalitarian democracy.

Nor is that democracy confined, as is ours, to one section
of the Union. These rights are extended to men and
women of every race, tongue, and colour: Article 123
states thai

" The equality of the rights of citizens of the U.S.S.R.
irrespective- of their nationality or nice, in all spheres of
economic, state, cultural, social and political life, is an
indefeasible law.

tc Any direct or indirect restriction of die rights of, or,
conversely, the establishment of direct or indirect privi-
leges for eifi/cns on account of their race or nationality.,
as well as the ndvociu y of racial or national exclusivcness
or haUed and contempt, is punishable by law."

No people is fre.e winch possesses an inferior class, and
no people is ficc which oppresses another people. These
arc truths which the communists embody in their funda-
mental laws.

Those wide1 nnd universal rights find Atting expression
in equally wide and unequivocal electoral rights. Every
individual of every nice, colour, tongue, or creed, and of
both sexes from the ngo of e.ighle,e,n years and upwards,
possesses tin; right to an equal vote, a direct vote, and a
vote by secret ballot. iVu-.sis may vote. Oflicials of the
former Tsarist regime may vote. All may vote. No
franchise in the world is so wide as the franchise of the
New Stalinist Constitution.

Is it, then, ;i bogus Franchise? Is it a mere paper
constitution ?

Many criticisms h;ivc boon levelled against tlm J<)37
elections, and fiom a British point of view an election
without opposition parties sounds ludicrous and ominous.
Most of tin* criticisms, however, have either ignored or
suppressed certain significant fads.

First^ the. popular selection had taken place prior to
election. The deputies who stood for election had been
nominated awl chosen at public meet lags before the
general election. Various candidates had been put for-